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lDecember 30, 2013

Julie Tamer
Agency Program Aide
NY State Department of Corrections
Clinton Correctional Facility
Dannemora, NY 12929

Dear Ms. Tamer

I am writing to follow up on our correspondence and discussions of last April in the matter of Ronald Bower,
DIN#93-A-9129. It is my understanding that this inmate is due for another parole hearing in the month of January, 2014.
As you are aware, the Conviction Review Bureau of the New York State Attorney General’s Office has been actively
investigating a claim of actual innocence of this inmate for some time.

In the time that we have undertaken this investigation, we in the Conviction Review Bureau have spoken to
investigators and witnesses associated with the crimes for which Bower stands convicted and Incarcerated. We have
attempted to reconstruct the events in question to the best of our ability. Unfortunately, due to the passage of time and
the loss of some crucial evidence, we are unable to completely do so. Some witnesses have been uncooperative with the
Conviction Review Bureau procedures. Accordingly, we are unable to fully close our investigation at this time.

However, in light of what the Bureau has learned, I can definitively state that at the time of this letter, it appears
highly unlikely that Bower committed the crimes for which he was convicted. This position is based upon several
factors: a) his physical resemblance to another person who committed identical crimes at about the same times as these
in question, some of which occurred after Bower was in custody; b) the possible mis-identification of Bower as the
perpetrator of these crimes by the victims; c) the lack of a propensity or any other prior indicator that Bower was inclined
to commit offenses of a sexual nature; and d) the probability that Bower had an alibi for the nights in question.

In light of these factors, I urge the Parole Board to grant Mr. Bower parole at its earliest convenience. As a
prosecutor, I am aware of the elements that the Parole Board looks to when considering granting parole, and I am aware
that Bower has never accepted responsibility for these crimes. Considering what the Bureau has learned about the facts
of these crimes, I believe there is ample reason for Bower not to do so. In any event, given that Bower has now been
incarcerated for twenty years, I believe that society’s best interests are served by granting him parole.

The Conviction Review Bureau was established by the Attorney General to investigate credible claims of actual
innocence in serious felony cases where an inmate has exhausted all legal remedies. The Bureau receives hundreds and
hundreds of submissions of claims each year~ almost all are found to be unwarranted for any further action. Thus,
Bower~s case stands out in the cases that we have evaluated. Indeed, this is the only case to date where I have asked
the Parole Board to consider granting parole to an inmate.

I am further aware that not all law enforcement agencies or members of the public may share in the wish to grant
Bower parole. However, even with all factors considered on the sides of both guilt and innocence, the Bureau’s position is
that Bower should be released from prison.
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I am happy to discuss the Conviction Review Bureau’s position on the Ronald Bower matter and be of any further
assistance to the Parole Board. I can be reached at (212) 416-8203.

Sincerely,

Thomas Schellhammer
Bureau Chief

cc: Jeremy Goldberg, Legal Aid Societ~
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